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It s h all be th e duty 
of every citizen of 

India -

to develop th e 
scientific tem per, 
h um anism  and th e 
spirit of inqu iry and 

reform

(Article 51A (h ) Part IVA -
Fundem ental Dutie s , 
Constitution of India)
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Th is  is  a regular colum n by Prof 
Narendra Nayak , th e Pre s ident of th e 

Federation of Indian Rationalist 
As sociations
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Political Is lam  is  not only re actionary on ce rtain q ue s tions  

(notably, th e  s tatus  of w om e n) and is  pe rh aps  e ve n re s pons ible  

for fanatical e xce s s e s  dire cte d agains t non-Mus lim  citiz e ns  

(s uch  as  th e  Copts  in Egypt). It is  fundam e ntally re actionary and 

th e re fore  obvious ly cannot participate  in th e  progre s s  of pe ople ’ 

libe ration.

Sam ir Am in

(Th e  World W e  W is h  To Se e  - R e volutionary Obje ctive s  In Th e  

Tw e nty-First Ce ntury)

Dr Ram  Puniyani is  a profe s sor in 
Biom edical Engine ering &   Biotech nology 

at th e Indian Institute of Tech nology, 
M um bai





Th e Dalai Lam a



O ur Questions



W h at did  Sam bh avi Say?



H ow  to Stop Th is?



20 Nov: Universal Ch ild R igh ts Day



Gudilona, Badilona?

But w h at about th e  Adm inistration?



Th e H indu R igh t W ingers

O ur petition and cam paign w as on 
all th e ir b e h alf.



God be ing e ve ryth ing, th e  re al w orld and m an are  noth ing. God 
be ing truth , jus tice , and infinite  life , m an is  fals e h ood, ine q uality, 

and de ath . God be ing m as te r, m an is  th e  s lave .

M ich ael Bak unin
(God and th e  State )

Babu Gogineni is  th e  International 
Director of th e International H um anist 

and Eth ical Union
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Introduction:



Sh am bh avi and th e  Dalai Lam a





Personal Anecdotes



Conclusion

Truth  is  not ne ce s s arily w h at w e  h ave  be com e  accus tom e d to 

im agine  as  true  for ce nturie s  and s om e th ing be ing tim e -

h onoure d is  no s ufficie nt re as on for its  acce ptance .

Debiprasad Ch attopadh yaya
(Indian Ph ilosoph y –  A Popular Introduction) 
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R ationalism





Forge t God; Th ink  of H um anity.

Im pact of Scie nce  on 
Socie ty

BS



Radical H um anist, 
Fre e dom  First

M em oirs  of a 
Rationalist



Vande  
M ataram …  

Jana Gana M ana

Jana Gana M ana… .

Z e nda 
Unch a Rah e  H am ara



M em oirs  of a Rationalist
- Justice RA Jh agirdar (R etd)

Publish ed  by R ationalist Foundation, 
M um bai,

2009 , pp 19 2, (Not for sale)

Prabh ak ar Nanaw aty is  th e  editor of 
Th ough t &  Action, a quarterly e zine 

publis h ed by M ah aras h tra 
Andh as h raddh a Nirm oolan Sam itee . 

Em ail: pk n.ans@ gm ail.com

To a h um anis t and an ath e is t, re ligious  conve rs ion h as  

no m e aning. If no tw o re ligions  are  alik e , to conve rt is  to 

fall from  frying pan into fire .

Justice RA Jh agirdar (R etd)

(M em oirs  of a Rationalist) 
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FIRA – 7th National Conference was conducted at Periyar 
Thidal at Chennai on December 26, 27, 2009.

Mr.V.Nehru welcomed the delegates and Chief Guests. 
Prof.Narendra Nayak presided in the Inaugural session. 
Dr.K.Veeramany, President of Dravida Kazhakam and Patron of 
Chennai Rationalist Forum Inaugurated the 7th Conference. 
Dr.G.Vijayam, Executive Director of Atheist Centre, and 
Mr.P.Chander, New Delhi addressed the audience.  Dr. Jacob 
Copeman of Edinburg University released the FIRA Bulletin. 
Dr.Vijayam released the souvenir of the 7th FIRA Conference.

At 2.30PM, a seminar on “Role of Rationalism in Eradicating 
Communalism” was held.  Mr.G.V.K.Asaan, Research Associate 
of Madras University presided.  Advocate. Arulmozi, , 
Mr.R.G.Rao of Goa Science Forum, Mr.V.B.Rawat of New Delhi, 
Mr.Balwinder Singh Barnala Punjab, etc presented papers.

At 4.30 PM, a session on “Role of Media in Propagating 
Secularism” was conducted.  Dr.G.Vijayam chaired the 
meeting.  Mr.T.V.Manoj of Bangalore Rationalist Association, 
Mr. Prince Ennares Periyar, Chennai addressed the audience.

A Documentary on Mr.B.Premanand named “Mystery Hunter” was 
exhibited.  After dinner, a feature film on “PERIYAR” the 
famous Rationalist of Tamil Nadu was shown.

The delegate session was held on the second day, 27.12.2009 
at 9.30.  Mr.Nehru welcomed the delegates and Prof.Narendra 
Nayak, President of FIRA, presided the session.

Mr U Kalanathan, National Secretary, presented the 
Organizational Report.  He narrated the serious problems of 
the nation and indicated the importance of the social 
actions to be taken by FIRA in future.

“Economic inequality has increased tremendously.  This is 
the basis for all social and cultural degradation such as 
caste oppression, communal and religious and political 



terrorism, aggravation of superstitions and evil customs, 
spread of godmen and astrologers etc.

Mr Kalanathan said the FIRA should fight for the separation 
of religion from state, enactment of a bill for eradication 
of superstitions and evil customs, and enactment of a 
Uniform Civil Code. 

Treasurer of FIRA Mr.V.Kumaresan presented the audited 
accounts

Ninety delegates attended from different states. 
Representatives from 33 associations were present.  The 
following delegates participated in the discussion: 
Dr.DNS.Anand of People’s Science Centre, Jharkhand, 
Dr.G.Vijayam, Atheist Centre, Vijayawada, Mr.BVV.Subha Rao, 
Banglore Vicharavadi Sangh, RG.Rao, Gora Science Forum, 
Mrs.Kranthi Potdar, MASNS, Maharashtra, TV.Manoj, Banglore, 
Balvinder Singh Barnala, Tarksheel Society Punjab, 
Reghunath Singh, Arjak Sangh, UP, Vidya Bhushan Rawat, 
Delhi; Mr.V.Nehru, Chennai Rationalist Forum; 
Dr.D.Kuruvila, Kerala Yukthivadi Sanghom, Mr.B.Sambasiva 
Rao, Manava Vikasa Vedika, Hyderabad, etc.

After discussion, the National Secretary’s Report and the 
audited accounts presented by the treasurer were 
unanimously approved.

Dr.G.Vijayam was selected as the presiding officer for the 
election of office bearers of National Executive Committee 
2010-11.

The following persons were elected unanimously.

1. Patron : Mr.U.Kala Nathan, Kerala

2. President : Prof.Narendra Nayak, Karnataka

3. Vice President : Balwinder Singh Barnala, Punjab

4. National Secretary : Mr. R.G.Rao alias Somu, Goa

5. Secretary’s : 

a)  Dr. Dhaneswar Sahoo, Orissa.
b)  Mr. V.Nehru, Madhura
c)  Mr. Vidya Bhushan Rawat, New Delhi
d)  Mr. Milind Deshmukh, Maharashtra
e)  Mr. Harchand Singh Bhinder, Punjab

6. Treasurer :  Sukumaran Dhanuvachapuram, Kerala



Forty one persons from 23 Associations were also elected to 
the NEC.  All existing members of other affiliated 
associations will continue as NEC. Members.

The 7th FIRA conference was well organized by the Chennai 
Rationalist Forum and Dravida Kazhagam with all 
parafurnalia necessary to make it an attractive programme. 
Dr.K.Veeramani, Mr.V.Kumaresan and Mr.V.Nehru etc were in 
the fore front in making it a grand function.  In all 
public functions, more than 1000 people participated. 
Maximum publicity was given through their News Paper 
“Viduthalai” (the only Rationalists news paper in the 
world) at Chennai.  They have highlighted the great 
tradition of “Periyar” in making the Conference a grand 
success.

I extend FIRA’s hearty Congratulations as well as gratitude 
to Chennai Rationalist Forum and Dravida Kazhakam.

The valedictory function, presided by Dr.K.Veeramani, 
started at 1 PM on 27-12-2009.  Dr. A.T. Sabhapathy Mohan, 
Vice Chancellor of Manon Mariam Sundaranar University gave 
the valedictory address, Mr.Kumaresan welcomed the 
gathering. With Mr.Sukumaran Dhanuvachapuram vote of 
thanks, the 7th Conference of FIRA concluded.

Th e  late r s tage s  of Yoga are  s uppos e d to le ad to s om e  k ind of 

intuitive  ins igh t or to a condition of e cs tas y, s uch  as  th e  m ys tics  

s pe ak  of. W h e th e r th is  is  s om e  k ind of h igh e r m e ntal s tate , 

ope ning th e  door to furth e r k now le dge , or is  m e re ly a k ind of 

s e lf-h ypnos is , I do not k now . Eve n if th e  form e r is  pos s ible , th e  

latte r ce rtainly als o h appe ns , and it is  w e ll-k now n th at 

unre gulate d Yoga h as  s om e tim e s  le d to unfortunate  

cons e q ue nce s  s o far as  th e  m ind of th e  pe rs on is  conce rne d.

 Jaw ah arlal Neh ru

(Th e  Discove ry of India)
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Th e  Fine  Art of Balone y De te ction

Th e  De m onh aunte d World: 
Scie nce  as  a Candle  in th e  Dark
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